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If you have been called in for an interview, it’s time to prepare! Here are five quick tips to help you ace the interview as a new

Canadian.
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1. Research

Do your homework about the company by visiting the company website and look at current events to see if there’s any news

about the company.

2. Be prepared

Have questions to ask the interviewers. This demonstrates you’re interested in the role and interested in learning more

about the role and the company.

3. Practice makes perfect

Practise in front of the mirror, friends or relatives to ensure you’re communicating well.

4. Be ready for behavioural-based interviews

Many organizations are using behavioural-based interviews to assess a candidate’s behaviour. The idea is that past

behavior is the best predictor of future performance in similar situations. This gives candidates the chance to showcase

their competencies such as skills, abilities and knowledge through specific examples from their experience. A good way to

prepare for these interviews is using the STAR Model, which is the acronym for: what is the specific situation; what was the

task; what action was taken; what was the result of the action taken. For example, a common question is “Describe a time

you had to deal with a difficult colleague.”

5. Dress up for Skype interviews

If you are doing an initial interview via Skype, remember to dress like you would if you are going for an in-person interview

because you are being seen through the computer. Comb your hair, wear business attire and for the ladies, some make up.

Check if technology is working a day before and two hours before the interview. And arrange to be in a quiet, business-like

setting. This will reduce background noise and allows you to focus.
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Monika Monga is a recruitment specialist and is a frequent contributor at our Canadian

Immigrant Fair in Toronto.
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